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Women Do The "Dirty' Work At Taylor Gardens & Designs



BY LINDA DORMONT Ever since Eve made her home in the Garden of Eden, women have loved tending gardens. Now an innovative business iii Berwyn, Taylor Gardens & Designs, established by a woman and staffed by an almost ail-woman crew, brings a biblical love for the outdoors to the care of clients' gardens.
"We can do anything men can do," says Taylor Gardens' Founder Joanne Taylor, "but we do it with special caring and neatness. We tend to every garden as if it were our own."
The firm specializes in weeding, pruning, planting and mulching.


They a?so install flagstone walkways, create new gardens in many styles, including Japanese and naturalistic, and prepare properties for outdoor parties and weddings.
Taylor says her staff services both residential and commercial properties, and will do everything from designs for new landscaping to weekly and seasonal maintenance, they do riot mow grass, but they fertilize it with natural fertilizer. They will find sub-contractors for fencing and construction.
•
"Many of my crew members are married middle- and upper-middle class people with children," says
[image: ]

this garden lady, who was a runner-up for Entrepreneur of the Year in 1990, an award given by three local corporations. "They arc all experienced and have taken classes at Temple University or Longwood Gardens relating to landscape and floriculture. They work because they love the outdoor life — not for the money."
Susan Gage of Devon and Carol Kramer, Janine Avis and Johanna Bellas, ail of Berwvn. are full-time staff, along with Reuben and Gabe Travis. As seasonal needs require, part-timers are added.
A 1976 graduate of Great Valley High School in Malyern, Joanne Taylor, who is married to Jeffrey Taylor and has three children. worked as an administrator in the corporate world for a decade. She started to feel that her life was keeping her from spending enough time with her family and distracting her from her devotion to God — so she went to work for a nursery.
The nursery was a turning point in her life. In the two years at Potter's Landscaping in Malvern she learr.ed every aspect of the business, frum dealing with customers to working in the soil with the crew. She rediscovered her love for nature.
"People would often ask me if! knew anyone who could prepare their gardens for parties or weddings," she says. "And I started to do this work myself in 1986. Since that time I have added staff every year, and I now have a wonderful business doing what I love."
She adds that, along with, the regular garden and property maintenance they do, her people will create flower beds, install lawns, ,.isnt prass and nut m trees. "We
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JOANNE TAYLOR (second from left) takes a break from some winter
landscaping work with her ftioale crew (from left) Susan Gage, Janiae Avis and Carol Kramer.
Her estimates are free, and her fee schedule is based on the job. Caii 647-3179 for further information.
Lawns
Those handfVheniicals that may lend you <fiire footing in winter's worst .weather may leave your lawn^g !' condition ont^e skids come sBrinatime. Rx:k salKis the worst
do a let of tearing out and redoing what other iandscapers have done," she says, "Especially developers: what they plant so often dies or makes every property look the same. People call upon us for ideas as wall as laadscaping."
Taylor says that she deals with every client personally. 'People really appreciate personal service in today's world," she observes.
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